CATECHIZING; 
THOUGHT FIT 
For affinity of ſubject to 
be annexed to this Treatiſe of 
the | Pratticall uſe of 


INFANT-BAPTISME.) 


th ——— ——_— 


By the ſame Authour. 


et m——_— 


— om mums V 


Latherus ſc -profel is eſt Diſcipulum Catechiſmi. 
"Don 322 arvru eli nam 05; 


fn, & 3ay' ll; mg Shia). Clem, Alex. 
daz. 


Newby {ergdi, & Hamm rpms ane 60. 


LONDON, 


Printed for John Rethwel. 1655. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


=" Hou art here preſented with a 
Sermon tending to revive 41 
Ordinance of God, almoſt 
grown ont of date , what 
 "thronghthenegle& of parents 
jn privete, 4nd Miniſters ad Magiſtrates 
700 publick; and that in ſome places ſo far, 
that it is the great hinderance of thoſe that 
doe on it, to beprejudiced by the ex. 
thoſe that doe not : 5 ſome children 

11m. © + to plead the liberty that others 
have , 4nd conn it an injury _— enjoy 
the ſame: : though it be the CY of 

mv without 'inftrufion. 

| neglet# is ſo much the more ſad, a; io 
fo iftbl « compliance with the errone- 
ous 
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To the Reader. 
ous 4nd heretical generation of this pre 
ſent Age, who firſt deeryed it in theſe 7 | 
of ſinful liberty ; as knowing how far ſuch 4 


an omiſſion would befriend them. Thence 
thouſands of people , ſeaſoned with no prin- 48 
ciples, become eaftly infeFed with theirs. 
XMultitudes of Apoſtates , concerning whos 
all the good wecan ſay, is, that they ſpeak 
2 Pet.2.2 eyil of the things they know not, and 
turg away from the holy Commande- 
ment, without the ſad aggravation of I2- 
ving known the way of righteouſneſs, 
However it is a erievons. thing that multi. 
tudes fbonld daily: (through ignorance and 
errour) go blindfold to Hell, and few men 
take any pains to lend them their helping 
hand to keep them from that ſad doom of 
periſhing for want of knowledge. 7f 
:t be ſaid , This is done. by conftant. 
Preaching; 1 anſwer, ſurely. a 114n may : 
Preach - logte . enough to hundreds in . the 
Congregation. (if bis Congregation be of any. 
Largenceſſe:galhy aordanary ) who will. not be 
able to givFany atcompt | of one ſentence 
they hear, if they live an hundred. years un- 
der the Ordinance : which will net»appear » 
3rprobable, if we confider, thetinany. come: 
to Church meerly for faſhion, and t«ke' no. 
_ notice of any thing there , but f42E pon 
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To the Reader. | 
this, and that obje&; that others are dull 
of apprehenſion, and their underſtandings, 
7 4 continued diſcourſe, are like a troubled 
water, wherein one ring or circle drives out 
another ; and laſtly, that all generally, ex- 
cept they be catechized, or extraordinarily 
furniſþed with parts beyond their neighbors, 
find it an hard matter to underſtand thevery 
common terms, in which Preachers. muſt 
expreſſe themſelves , and many times loſe a 
whole Sermon for want of underſtanding,or 


miſ-underflanding of them : For though a 


. ſare wo 


plair, yet it is almoſt incredible what 


Goſpel may eaftly gueſſe at the profoun 


H4t1095 


opts poimts of Religzow. 


of onr 


Afinifter thinks he exprefſeth xy 


ever do to their dying day arrive) unto the 
under ſtanding of, a child of twelve or four- 


Feer years o 


bred nnder means of Lite- 
| rature, 4%) of onr words, aud expreſ- 


flons 


F 


very” 
range 
conceits moſs ignorant people have of com- 
awon notions, We that are Miniſters ; aw 

6 
of their Ignorance, by our own groſſe imagi- 
J worſe then Nicodemus his 
Regeneration) - when we were children, 
though we bad the advantage of education 
beyond them 2 what . abſurd apprehenſi- 
ons we had toncerning the greateſt and 
And 1 ans 
hearers are not arrived(nor 


Fd 
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To the Reader: 
. * fions 7A our Sermons (do what we can) are 
Metaphorical a»d Equivocal ; or, if 
proper, yet (according to the preſent 1m- 
provement of the Engliſh Tongue, 
which a Miniſter that hath beew bred a 
Scholar cannot poſſibly but have ſome ſmatch 


of) we have many forreign words , made | 


enizons of oxr language, which being 
grown familiar to #5, weare apt touſe, and 


with a general charity to all our peoples un-. 


derſtandings, conceive they ſlumble thens no 
more then they doe us, whiles yet we are to 
them Barbarians (' do what we car many 
times) even ineur own Mother Tongue. 
In a word, confeder that no Miniſter in his 


Preaching, let hizs be never ſo full, and 
plain, and methodical, can poſſibly, caſs all 


tbe heads of Divinity, the form of ſound 
words, zzto ſo marrow 4 compaſſe (. v8 
dering the time that he muſs take up in (the 
principal part of Preaching) Applications 


but that to go thrangh them in that way, will 


require a competent number of years, for a 
man that is but indifferently fa mat 
ter, thongh be forbear all moeſ ett- 
largements, And (in this way) _—_— At 
hearer cax be throughly acquainted with « 


m 


ſyſteme of Divinity, #o krow what be 


ſhould doe, the greateſt pert of his doing 
time 


N 
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To the Reader. F 


| - time willbe over. Beſtdes,to ſuch a way of 


principling men , by the tedious method be 
fore ſpoken of, we wwſt ſuppoſe each hearer 
to be able to accompany a Preacher with an 
underſtanding avd memory, ſutable to 
his daily progreſſe from point. to point,and 
to be every Lords day preſent ; otherwiſe 
what he loſeth, (either through abſence or 
weakneſſe of » Ea" and memory) at 
one time, will make ſuch a wide gap and 


breach in the reſt of notions, that he is rex- 


| dreduncapable of underflanding , and tn. 


proving many other points, to which the 
knowledge of that or thoſe wherein he ſs 
fails, auch Br» leads. IT might adde here 
the nſnall confinement of many praGicall 
Preachers, by the inclination of their own 
ſpirits, or poſing determination of 
Gods Spirit, to ſuch a ſeries of Truths, as 
tends moſt to ſome cnd which they are moſt 
Fitted to purſue; the main ſtream of one 
Miniſters labours running in the channel of 
convincing Truths. Anothers labowrs 
are moſs direFed to work, upon the hearts of 
ſinners for converfion 3 anothers to ap- 
ply cordials to the hearts of Saints for con- 
ſolation 3 another ſtudies, aud Preacheth 
for the moſt part in a Theological determi-. 
ration of Caſes of Conſcience, and moſt 
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of the Frogs of their labours, is [pert in 


thoſe reſpective wayes, to which their fludies 


oſt bend, Now, how ſhall an hearer from 


| ſuch a mans Preaching, if he wait only on 


his Miniſtery, be rendred ( as he ſhould-be) 


throughly furniſhed for every good 
work ? The/e things Thave(in brief) pre- 
ſented to ſuch of my reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, as ( among other Readers) foall 
think any thing of mine worthy their con- 
deſcenſion tolook, upon it; concerning hun- 
dreds of whom in this Land, I ingenuonſly 
ani from my heart acknowledge, that I ame 
ot worthy to carry their Books after 
them; ard therefore confeſſe my ſelf too 
weak, to adviſe them. Only, for the glory of 
God, and the ſalvation f poor ſouls, and(in 
the preſent courſe which they are tos run in 
this erroneous and ſeducing generation) for 
their grounding , and ſettling upon neceſſary 
foundations of faith aſd godlineſſe; 1 
think, my ſelf bonnd to be a remembrancer 
 wnto ſuch of our mary , 4s have too 

wmch ( of late) negleFed this Ordinance of 


God; and eſpecially to thoſe who are of the 


judgement of Infant-Baptiſme, who can- 
208 but know that the very admiſſion of In« 
fants 4s Church-members by Baptiſine, 
re»-lers the whole Chureh , and themſelves 
| principally 


To the Reader. 


principally (4s Officers thereof.) indebted 


' to them: for their education. Men, Fathers, 


and Brethren , TI beſeech you bear with a 
few ; 4h expoſtulations with you , on 
the behalf of the moſt innocent, woſ? 
hopeful, moſt teachable part of your 


Congregations ,| thoſe I mean, of. the yon- 


ger ſort. It may be they are yet, (for the 
moſt part) diſ-engaged in their affe@ions: 
Did they underſtand grace, and —_ , and 
Religion, theſe might prepofſefie therr, 
and gain their firſt love. Ton maypreach 
ont your lungs and heart to them, when they 
are ſet upon their ſinful way, and march- 
ing furiouſly iz it Ike ſo many Jehu's, or 
ſettled upon their lees. When their lufts 
bave gotten the prote@ion of arivettcd ig- 
norance, and it maybe poſſeſſed them with 
a deſire of continuing in it, 

Surely (me thinks) you”ſhould leave your 
young candidates of holineſle, whom you 
have wafhed in Baptiſmall water, pleading 
with you thus : ; 

Sirs, by your Miniſtery,we are devo- 
ted to the fervice of one Gad, in a glo- 
rious Trinity of perſons. How ſhall we 
ſerve him whom we know not? Think 
you, we can ever own it for a mercy,or 
a priviledge, to be admitted intoa Co- 

venant, 


f 


© - To the Reader. * * 
E. venant, which we underſtand not> MW 
a And will it not be the greateſt tempra- | 
| tion to'us,to renounce that Ordinance, i 
becauſe we cannot tell what good it 
doth tous? Our preſent Age, rervers 
us waxy and dudile, eafily moulded 
into'any form. Why doyou not fore- 
ſtall the market of Satan and Sedncers, - 
by prepolleffing us for God > Why are | 
we dedicated to God in our Infant-age, 
if nat to engage us to be his betime 2” | 
And how can we be ſo, except wegive 
our felves a ſacrifice voluntarily , as 
once we were offered by our parents : 
And how can we offer our ſelyes a ſa- 
 crifice, but.in a reaſonable ſervice, Rom. 
12.1? Didyou then only admitusto | 
the empty name of Chriſtians, and F 
Charch-members, that we might af- 
terwards {for want of knowledge , of | 
our duty ) live and dye the veryer 
Heathens? You preach truth, and we 
hear it, but our bottles are too narrow 
mouth'd, to take in ſo much at once; 
nay, ſo great a ſtream ſtriving for ad- 
miſtion at once, cauſeth all to run be- 
fide. You preach to work upon our 
_ Conſciences, but work upon our un- 


derſtandiogs firſt , and deal with us ac- 
| cording 
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To the Reader. 
..- cording to our capacities. ' Give us milk 
© .as babes, and that will ftrengthen our 

ſtomachs. to digeſt ſtronger meat in 

time.. Our parents, {many of them, 
moſt of them )are ignorant, or careleſs of 

' the performance of ſoneceſlary a duty. 

Weare therefore devolved upon you, 
as our ſpiritual Fathers. Let it not ſeem 

' muchtoyou to deſcend beneath your 
_ ſelves,& the heights of your learnedN:z= 
tions & high ſpeculations,to liſp princt- 
ples a little with your babes in Chriſtz 

| The great Apoſtle did fo, and was never 
the lefle for 1t. And 1t will be no whit to 
your diſcomfortat the laſt day,that you 

have denyed your greateſt excellency, 

. which makes you tallerby the head and 

 & ſhoulders thenother men, for the glory 
" of Chriſt, and the ſalvation of ſouls, by 


W becoming all things to all perſons, and 
" BF ages, that you might win ſome. 
Dear and honoured Sirs, what fhall any 


of w« reply to ſo rational aplea?.. Tea,how 
weuch ſhall we come ſhort of our duty, if wo | 
do not grant it , and a accardingly* If © 2 
we bs Shepherds, /ike Chriſt the'grear = 
Faopherd , we muſt carry the Lambs'in , 
our boſome, | as well as drive the elder 
{bcep before us. 1f we be Fathers indeed, 
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To the Reader. 

we wft teach our children to goe by the 

formes, and walls, and goe-cart, who 

Cannot goe alone, till they gather skill and 

firength enough tgdee ſo. For my part, 1 
had not made ſo bold with yew, but upon « 

principle(T hope) of ſelf-denial, chaſing ra- 
ther to adventure the cenſure of my reverend 

Fathers andelder brethren, them to ſuffer 

the ſonls of ſo many of my younger bre- 

thren and ſiſters in the Lord, as are daily 

born into the Church by Baptiſme, to be ſtar- 

ved at nurſe for want of milk, As for the 

means of \redreſſing theſe ſad miſchiefs, 1 

know none like the conſcionable prafiſe of 

Catechizing, fortified with the Magiſtrates ' 
concurrence, tocommand both the Miniſtry 
to do their duty there:1, and all Parents and 
HMaſiers to preſent their children and ſer- 

warts under ſome ſevere penalty theremnto, 
Foy truly the Miniſters are n0t altogether to 
blame in this thing, Many of them would 
dlo more in it, could they prevail with their 
people to put fo their helping hands : but this 
is many times the lot of 1nduſtrions Mini- 
frers, they would Catechize willingly, but 
that they can prevail with very few #0 be 
willing to be Catechized. Ts there no balm 
in Gilead?. ws power in the Magiſtrates 
hand to heal this evil diſeaſe of rt 
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To the Rea der. 
oth apd careleſneJe of attending upon pub. 


lick, Ordinances? Honourable Patriots! 


: we deſire not you ſhould foros the conſciences 


of any t3 conſent to what it ſees not ground 
for from the Scriptares;, but we 1eſire, you 
ſhonld bring them where they may be infor- 
med, and then let God work, We would 
teach them their duty to you, together with 
their duty to God, as we), and(T hope jbet- 
ter then thoſe private Teachers, whom they 
have yet (by a publick allowance ) [#- 
berty to follow 5 we a&# in the face of the 
Sur, weinſuje no principles in corners, but 

what we preach publickly; you know onr co- 

Grine and our converſation. Do the leyel- 

ling Anti-Magiſtratical doG@rixes that fiy 
all broad about the T and flow from our 
Congregations or theirs? Tr it not ſafer to 


|. have children principled by us in a pab- 


lick way, by Catechiſmes appointed by 
Authority, ther by others 7# private,who 
( ſome of them teach either the Raccovian, 
or the Munſterian principles, or(which are 
worſe then both) the borrid Gallimaufrey 
of Errours and Hereftes, raked up out of all 
the kennels and dunghils of the yn and 
preſent Ages, lately penned, and Printed by 
John Bidle. , For »»y part, I think pubs 
lick Catechizing, yie!ds the greateſt ſecu- - 
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rity to the Magiſtrate that can be, of bis 
ſubjefts, eſpecially the very prime , and 
crean of them #the youths. who if they be 
poiſoned by ſuch principles as dare not abide 
the light, may create unknown dangers to 
him, when he thinks himſelf moſt ſecure. 
Ana T think, that was the Politique ground 
of that projet ( ſome years fince) of ta- 
king the childres of Papiſts ont of their 
hands, and giving them Proteſtant edu- 
Cation. 

The Lord in his time convince us all of 
our duty, and quicken us to it : that we may 
by laying #he ſourrd grounds of Religion 
in the youth of theſe Nations, provide for the 
maintenance of Truth and Helineſſe in ſuc- 

 ceeding generations, Mean while I have 
dene my endeavour to the furtherance of this 
work, and ( T hope) removed all rational 
impediments thereunto , in the following 
Sermons which I leave in thy hands,Chri- 
ſtian Reader, wiſhing it may work upon 
thee whoever thou art in thy capacity,to yield 
a ready aſſiſtance to #he furtherance of ſo 
eminently uſeful an Ordinance. Vale & 


fruere. 
From my ſtudyat - Thy aff:Qionate friend, | 
Reading,0#ob. | hk. <P” 
; 4 ES. 1654. and ſervant in the Goſpel, | 
| 
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PxOv. 22.v.6. 
Train %p [. or Catechize ] 4achild in the 
way he fhould goe; and when he is old he 
will not depart from it, 


He Ordinance of Catechizi- g 
or grounding children in the 
principles of Chriſtian Religion, 
hath been ſo conſtant a culiome 
. in all Ages and Churches, that 

none ever profefſedly ſet himſelf 
againſt ir, but thoſe that made ir their bulineſs 
to. promote 7zgrorance, and (by means thereof ) 
to propagate Athziſm, or Hereſfe. Andas for 
ſuch perſons, we need not wonder, that they 
H 3 engave 
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engaze themſelves ſo hotly againſt it', if wee 


\ conlider, how great a means it is,both by way of 
eAntidote, to prevent, and by way of medicine, 


to cure thoſe 7 yptian botches , whereever it is 


uſed as it ought to be. As for Atheiſme , it is 
eicher notional, or prafical. Ic is doubted a- 
mong learned men, whether ever there were a- 
ny ot the former {>rt of Atheiſts in the world. 
Bur if ever there were any, whoſe heart in ear- 
neſt to!d him, there is no God, I dareconfident- 
ly affirm, his tender years were not ſeaſoned 
with ihe contrary truths, the knowledge of the 
nature,attributes, and ſervice of him. And for 
praftical Atheiſm , *tis next to impoſſible, that 
without grievous ne/uttsncies cf conſcience, and 
mighty f#rzg/ings of a-convinced judgement,any 
man ſhould yich an high hand continue in ſuch 
Atheiftical courſes as proclaim to the world that 
the fear of Gad is nor before his eyes, who hath 
from his infancy been in{truted in the pringi» 
plcz of faith and godlinefſe.Þ And laſtly , the 
preſent fpreading of damnable bereſtes, (being 
adiſcaſe that runs moſtly among ignorant and 
unprincipled perſons) plainly evinceth thar the 


cure of that ger»grene muſt be by the contrary,that ' 


is, grounding them in the knowledge of the 
principles of Relizion; that being the moſt 
proper Antidote againſt that infetion which 


ſpreads moſt in dark corners, to follow ie with 


the diſcovering light of toundarion-truths. No 
wonder then if when Satan endeavours (upon 
tuch dctignes) ro bear down this O:-dinance, the 


faichful Minifters of Chrift in all Ages, have | 


perpetually made nl cf ir as their ſtrongeſt bul» 


wark | 
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wark againſt bis batteries; and Iaboured to fe» 
cure the truchs of God by an mw prepoſleſſion 
of the hearts of young ones. With the ſacred 
Magazme of Fundamental Principles, from . 
whence, upon all affaulcs , they may be able co 
ferch a ſcriptans eff, for offence and defence, az 
becomes diſciplined and treined ſouldiers of Jc- 
ſas Chriſt. Thencein the Primitive times (as 
all Hiſtories of that cime inform us) there were 
ewo Regiments of theſe trained ſouldiers in the 
Church, who were all called nar715wwre, the 
Catechiſed. | 

I. Some of age, who being converted from 
Iudaiſme or Gemiliſme , to Chriſtianity , were 
before Baptiſme chroughly tried in their know- 
ledge of that Religion which they undertook 
to profefle, leſt they ſhould eaſily afterwards be 
drawn to apoſtatize from that God whom they 
. Ignorantly worſbipped. Thence it is the judge- Ur/inus 
ment of able Divines, that the account that Catech- 
was taken of theſe perſons , was called 9:Saxh Kuch/inus 
Canmmd, Heb. 6.2. the doirine of Baptiſmes, which | 
contained ſuch heads of Chriſts Religion, as 
were neceſſary to be known by perſons of Age 
in order to Bapiſme, eſpecially of che nature 
of Sacraments,&c. | 
' 2. Some little children , who being born of 
Chriſtian parents , were firſt admitted to Bape 
13/me, & as they grew in years, catechized in oc- 
der to the recciving of the Lords Szpper;to which 
they were not admitted whiles they were Care- 
chumeni, i» > till they were (upon giving an 
account of their knowledge) as it were dif- 
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hands. And therfore the ſame Divine ( before 
- noted) conceive that fax dh >irww; y ci; a, the 
dorine of laying on of hands, Heb. 6. 1, 2, de- 
notes the Catechiſme wherein they were exa- 
mined, who by that ceremony were admicted 
to thar higheſt part of Chatch-fellowſhip, the | 
commuuton of the Lrrds Supper. 
' Now theſe two R-giments were ſo cloſely 
followed by their Catechifſts, that as in divers 
Churches it was a peculiar -ffice to be a Carechift, 
and fo Clement, Origen, and Cyril, were ſucce(- 
fively Catechizers of the young ones in the fa- 
mous Church-ot Alex maria ; fo their progreſs 
was exceeding remarkable , inſomuch as a lear- 
ned Papiſt | Gallenius in Catech: | confeſſeth to 
the ſhame of their Church, that *no convert 
was admitecd #5 'r> $97.0uz, to Brpizſme, (which 
the Fathers called Ezlightning, from the Syriack 
Interpreter, who H:b. 6. interprets ##rud Jas, . 
[ entigbtn( 4] baptizat's ( baptized”) qui non pens 
mJ ri rerem Chriftianrum luce peritiaque preditus 
efſet, quim in noſtris (non dicam (faith he ) val- 
garibus Chriſtians ) ſed & (quod pudendum eſt). | 
ſaccrdetibus mulits depreberdimws , i.e. none but 
ſuch an one as for knowledge in the principles 
of Chriſtian Relizion, went beyond many a Ro> 
miſh Prieſt. Infomuch,that Ambroſe was thought | 
fir in the preſent exigence of the Church of 
Aſii/ain, tobe taken out of the Catechilts form 
and made a-Bifbop; And Auguſtine, whiles he 
was yet Catechize, wrate divers learned books, 
before his Bptiſme , as Urſin reports, 
friends, that the pride of peoples hearts in theſe 
drys ſhould make them as ſoon they are gotcen 
into 


_ 


— 
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into the teexs ," (as weſay) to think they are 
rqo old or too great to be Catechized ! Truly I 
fear ſuch perſons will prove too old or too great 
tobe good, ſeeing ry turn their backe upon 
ſo excellent a means of knowledge and grace as 
this is, whereunto both Solomon . the wiſeft of 
men,and the moſt glorious of Kings, (and thas 


upon his own experience) and the .Spiris of 
Godby him, give ſo honourable a efimony or 
its uſcfulneſſe, as in the words which 1 

read to you. 


Train up # ebild, &e: 


In the words there is obſervable, 
1. The gty enjoyned, wherein | 
1. Something implied, the perfon who is 


to doe, 
2. Somewhat expreſt, viz. 
7. The nature of the at commanded, 
Train up. 
2- The objed of it, and that is double; 
I. C,the perſon to be inſtruted, 


a child. 

2. 2ued, the thing whereaboue 
thizaQ is , the wayin 
which be ſbould ge. 


2. The motive annexed, wherein 


1. The benefit attained thereby , be will 
not depart. 


2. The duration of that benefit, when be 
_ at bene 
i The 


| & 
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1. The perſons pon whom this duty lies , are 
implied in the perſons to whom it is to be perfor- 
med,vis. all ſuch as have the relation of a father 
to chi/dren,and fo it implies not only netwrel pa: 
rents, but Civil and Ecclſiaſticsl alſo, as School- 
meſters, Tutors, Magiſtrater, and Miniſters ; the 
care of all ſuch, is in theſe words required, for 
the treining np « cbild in bis way; The Meagi- 
fret maſt preſerve, and confirm by his Autho- 
rity, a form of ſound words, in which they may 
be inſtruQed; the reſt muſt in their places en- 
deavour to drop into them thoſe words, accor- 
ding as their age is capable of reception. 

2+ Their duty is | trainizg up, | or as we ren- 
der it in the Margin, C atechizing. The word is 
hanoch, and comes from, J91 which fignifies ro 
enter, or inſtrudt in the elements, or firſt principles 
of any employment or profeſſion, and ſo wetrender 
it training, which is the initiation of a ſow!dzer 
to his employment, by which he is fitted for 
ſervice. It ſignifies alſo dedicevit, or eonſecravit, 
to conſecrate, or ſet «pert , for an holy employ- 
ment: laftly, imbait, to ſesſon, a veſiel,or dip a 
garment, in a colour that we would have it 
take; and (o it isas if he ſaid, let a child be 
ſeaſoned in tender age with the /iquour of ſaving 
knowledge, or let bis ſoul be firtt died into the 
principles by which he ſhenld walk; that his 
after-converſation may look of the colour of 
his rſt grounds» 

3+ The objetum cxi, or the perſon who is 
thus to be ſeaſoned, or principled, is [negner ] 
which word is ſometimes taken fora perſcn en- 


tred into that age: which we call [ yourb] chat 
age 


\ 
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of CATECHIZING. 
age that follows childbood ( fo Foſeph is called 
[nagar | in Ey yps, Gen. 41-12. and Gideons ſony 
Judges 8. 20.) and ſometimes” for children able 
ro go andſpech, as 2 _— 2. 23. the children 
that mocked Eliſþeare called nagnerimz; and 
laſtly, fomerimes and moſt frequently for chil- 
dren in an Infant-oge, even a3 ſoon as they are 
ſbaken our of the mothers womb ,ſceing it comes 
from "92 excaſſit , to ſbeke off, or evacuate, &c- 
And fo it implies the condition of all perſons, 
who by their age are not confirmed or ſettled in 
their way, but are yet duRtle and perſwaſible to 
chooſe their way; years of childhood and youth 
are our learning time, few o/d people,or ſuch as 
are at mans eſtate, but have choſen their way , 
and are too well conceited of it, to admit of 
advice about it. And yet it may be that #2g- 
| nar, non etate ſolium, ſed & judicio puerum ſigni- 
. ficat, av ſaith Lavater, | 
4+ The objeum qued, or the myftery in which 
they are to be inftrufted, is | the way in which 
they ſpould goe | *cis emphatical in the Original ; 
"tis 1997 19Hy ſecundum os vie ſue Concer= 
ning which a Critick obſerveth , that ie muſt be 
' ſuch a teaching as the party is capable of, as 
Nurſes cut ſmall bits for liccle children. This 
is true, bue perhaps too nice here; the words 
hgnitie elſewhere juxta mandatum, as Numb. 3. 
16 Mes is ſaid to number the children of Iſrael, 
FIT 19 according to the word of the Lord, or 1:i;4 
(as the margin ) according to the month of the Crit. 
Loyd; fo that this way muſt be vis ſecundum os, 54cr- 
the way of duty commanded by God, which - 
is called a mars way, P/.119.3;Qc. The good way, 


er, 


T 
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; ; 6.16, '8be wnderſtanding, Ifa. 0. 14, | 
> we life, Jer- 8. s way of God, Mark | 


12. 14* the way of ſalvation, As 16. 27. &Ce 
Micha! Cope in his Comment. reads, In the en- 


| france - 4 Ws) « 0 

5. The e of this religious care” in all 
Goveenours of youth, is exprefled by way of a 
frrong wrobability, and implies thus much, that 
though it be not impoſſible, that a man who hath 
been well inftrafed in his youth, ſhould apoſtas 
tize, yet it is a moſt welikely thing that ſuch a 
man will : nay, it imports a promiſe on Gods 
part, toblefſethe means uſed conſcientiouſly to 
youtb with conſtancy, and perſeverance in age, 
which ought to bs a very great encouragement 
to parents to bring wp their children in the nur- 
ture of the Lord; foraſmuch as even in this life 
they have this encouragement, that gbeir lobowr 
ſhall not be in vsin in the Lord, PPP 1. 
| 6.Whmbew old, though he be ſenio confeFus, 
_ a very infirm old man, when he hath a foor in 
tbe grave, for ſo the word often fignifies: or, 
when his age hath made him honourable, when 
he is an elder Or @ Senatour , (as ſach are called 
often ſenes , and Kern, and we tranſlate the 
word Senators, P/z/. 105. 22. ) if he come to 
Authority, he will govern others as he himſelf 
was principled in youth; the way he was ſer 
in, in his younger years , DN? now recedet, 
be will net recede from it 3. the word is alike, P (gl. 
14. 3- | they are gone back, 3.e. turned total A- 


poftater | he ſhall not totally turn his back upon, 


It, ſoasto takeupa quite contrary courſe. He 


may poſlibly f-p oat of that way, but he will 
| not 


s s * 
; l mo .- 
not ſet his back where his face was and walt 
dire& Antipodes to his former way. Hee may 
loſe much of his ſpirits poſlibly, but he will ſel- 
dome grow like dead drink, as theword is uſed, 
Hof. 4+ 18. there will be ſome relifh and ſavour 
in him to the laft, of his fic ſeaſoning. : 
' The words without any ſqueezing, will af- 
ford us eafie Obſervations. | 
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DoR. I. There is a way, wherein (even) children 
ought to goes 

No age, not the youngeſt, is excuſed from its 

| duties. . 

Do. I I, Thoſe who have the charge of their edx« 
cation, are bound td eatechize or train 

* them up inthat way. 

Do. 111. Good principles which bave ſeaſoned 
our younger years, wee mgbt to bee 
faithful and conſtant #9 i our age. 

Do& 1V.- 4 welkcatechized and thoroughly 
grounded childbood, gives very likely 
bepes of faitbfulneſſe, and conſtancy 
in old age. "a 
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I ſhall handle onely the ſecond at large ; and 
improve all the reft, according to the drifs and 
intent of the Text, either by way of reaſon or 
motive, tothe duty therein required. 

DoR. 1:is adiity that indiſpenſably lies on all 

tboſe who bave charge of the education 

4 of children, to catecbize, or train them up 

* in the knowledge of that boly way of God, 
1 wherein they are to goes OBE 


oth} ._ This 
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4 SERMON 
This I ſhall fiefor Application by g 
I. Proper proof. 


2. Pregnane preſidents. 
3. Demonſirative arguments- 


(1.) Proper proofs. | 

Deni.6.7. Is an evident and undeniable place, 
Theſe words ſbal be in thy beart, aud thox ſhalt teach 
bem diligently, or (as in the Hebrew ) whet or 
ſharpen them wnto thy children, That is, ſhalt 
frequently inculcate the ſame things, by way of 
Carechiſme, and ſhalt #alk of threw when thou ftt- 
in thy bouſe,&:+ See Deut. 11.19. Pſ. 98 5, 6: 
heſe ſhall ſuffice for the Old Teſtament. See 
one alſo in the New, Epbeſi6.4. Te Fathers bring 
x 0x children in the nurture and admonition of 
tbe Lord, This iarfiew, denotes feeding and 
nouriſbing, and their ſpiritual food mult bee 
nyo: wer, not only emis, which ſignifies 
civil eaxcation, in manners, common honeſty, 
moral vertae, and civil learning, but roia welss 
Religion too. Not only feed them and keep 
chem alive, (faich Zanchy ) faciur boc & anima- 
lis bratz,beaft; do thus much : not inftrut them 
onely in manners and morality, for that Hea- 
eben; did, and *cis ſtrange , even amazing what 
rules Plutarch Ariſtotle , &c. give for this. 
Bat this admonition of the Lord, is Chriftiaverum 
proprizem, ſaith he, and implies a training chem 
up in ver 4 pietate, verd religione, vera Dei cog-+ 
nitione deerinem caleflem in liberorum animos ſem- 


po inſtillends; In true Religion, and the know- | 


e and worſhip of God. 


SEEN | 3% Pregnant” 
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2.) Pregnant prefidentrs : 
ts On izert. Without donbt all the 
P atriarchi before Moſes were ſuch, for there be- 
ing till Moſes no wrinen Word of God, the mind 
of God was undoubtedly conveighed from Fa= 
thers to children by tradition 3 and (as undoub- 
tedly )through the diligence of ſome parents, and 
the negle& of others in this duty,the eruc knows 
ledge of God, continued in Serbs, and Nuabs , 
and Semrs, and Abrabam:s families, whiles moſt 
of the reſt tarned Heathens and Idolaters. Con» 
cerning Abrabam the Scripture is exprefſe, Gen. 
18. 19: IknweAbrabam ((aith God) that bre 
will command bi: children , and bu bouſbold after 
bim,epc. q d. 1 know Abrabem fo well, that of 
all men he will not negle& ic. David was io 
ſee how he catech'zeth Solomon his ſon , 2 Kir, 
2. 2,3- i Chrov. 28. 9. Andibou, Solomon , my 
ſon, know thou the God of thy father , and ferve 
bim with a perfe heart and a willing winde, vec. 
So uſeful a way it was, that he invites otbey, alſo 
to learn of him, P/; g4. 11. the, Catechiſme is 
morelarge, Prov. 4. 4. &c. Bathſbibs alſo , the 
mother, who took no lefle pains with SoJomov , 
av appears from his own mouth, Prov.31.1. The 
Apoſtle Pez/thought it not more beneath him 
to give milk to babes, i.e. to inftrut igriorane 
and weak Chriſtians in plain Catechiſm grounds 
of Religion , more then to ſpeak wiſdome, i; e. 
higher truths among knowing and jud 
Chriſtians, 1Evr.3, 1, 2. whom he calls pre. 
This alſo in 2 Tim. 1. 5. and 3. 15. ct \ is 
the ſpecial commendation of Los and Eawice. 


JAfﬀterwards it became a ſpeeial office in the 


| Church 
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Charch to be a Catecbift (ut ſupra.) © 
2. Of catechized. Thus it is moſt likely, Henoch, 
holy Henoch that w with God, and whom 
God fo gloriouſly tranflated to himſelfswas thus 
iaftrutted, and this appears from his very name, 
which is taken from the word in my Text Cha. 


, and fignines cet:cbized, or inflruB:d. Like» g 


iy Abe} was ſo beforehim. Concerning Solomon 
icis clearbefore. Theophilus, whom the Spirit of 
God honours fo far as to admit him to be the 
firſt perſon to whom any portion of Scrip- 
cure was dedicated, was thus catecbiz;d in theHi- 
ſtory of the Goſpel, Luke 1.4. at? = raruxuSn;, 
So was Apollos, towhom this commendation is 
given, that he was a man mighty in the Scriptures, 
AF; (18, 25. he was #«r1x1uw 0» Thy 0937 Kueie, 
Paul himfelf was brought up at the feet of Ga- 
malich Ads 22.3. agreat Jewiſh, DoQour. Tiv 
mothy i$ commended, that mo Spipu;,, from a ſuck- 
ling be hed known the Seripturer, 2 Tim-3.15. Nay, 
what (hall we ſay? when our Saviour himſelf 
condeſcends to be catechized ? for fo divers in- 
terpret, his hearing the DoRours , and aszking 
them queſtions, which was the way of their 
training youth'; and *cis likely, ſo Pau! was 
bred at the feet of Gamaliel. What famous F a+ 
thers.were Catechumeni , | have in-part ſhewn be- 
fore. To whomlet me adde Arnebinus; And 
Lutber profeſſeth, though he were a ftadied Dis 
yet he was bcholden to Catechiſme. 
RED. nſtrative Argument. The ficlt is, in 


5 | 
Reaſon 1. If there be s way wherein children 


aſt goe, «8J they.cannet, without bring eatechined 


hve 
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hnow that way; then it ir the duty of thoſe that bav# 


charge of them, | ſo to tatechize them- 


But there. it « way wbeatein they onght to go, and 
; I know this way without catccbizingyehe. 


that children in their tenc/reſt years, bave 8 
way in which they ſhould gee, a duty belonging to 
their age is clear. ' , 

1. To God. In-that God requires them to 
remember their Creatour in the dayes rf therr yomth, 
Eccleſ.12-1.Anod the perſors ſpoken to are theſe 
whoſe vain courſes the wiſe man tar.ly repre- 
hends in the clauſe of the former chaprer- Where 


- he mindes children, and young men alike, of 


the fickleneſſe of thoſe buds and bloſſomes, of 
their prime, childhood, faith he, end youth ave 14> 
nity, ch.11.10. SIRE | TTY 
Hentze God commends Timotby for having 
learned the Scriptures, *m 8;i92s, fromi a ſucking 
ebild, 2 Tim: 315 | | 
. . Solomon was inſtrufted ve:y young 3 for Feſe- 
bas ſaith, hewas but fourteen years old, others 
t twelve, then he began to reign, and his pa+ 


rents had catechized him before that age. And 


*cis not inconfidecable,: that God cakes children 
themſelves irito Covenant, Dewt.29.1. 

2. This for their duty to God. They have 
alſo a du'y which they .owe ts parents, Epheſ. 
6.1... _ TE ETOP | 

' And both theſe are clear; in that God aps 
points correftion as a great means to keep thend 
In, eyen from their Infancy. Now Gad allows 


' not correRion bur for faules, and there. can 'be 


no faglt where thereis no duty. . But God ap= 


pvines the rod for little tos; See Pro. 32415! 


F aoliſbne\3; 
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Fooliſbnef, i, e. wickednefle, ir boundin the heart 
of a cbild, implying that there is a bandle of it, 
and chat it is txed,fecled,naturall:; what then is 
the way to remove it ? the rod of corretiion ſball 
: fetch it ont. 3” 

$41.23.13. Pithbol4 no correction from the child, 
for if thou beateſt bim with the red be ſball not dye 3 
im 
in 
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plying that. there are dartining corruptions 
nfants hearte,and the way to ſave chem from 
damnation is correRtion. Sure God doth not _ 
promiſe ſalvation to children barely becauſe *' 
they are whipped andcorreQed z but as the end 
of that means when rightly ufed, feeing the rod 
i8 an inſtrument to bring the child into a way 
of ſalvation. And'cis obſervable that the way 
is 1) inboth places, as in my Text, 
2: That they cannot know this way without in- 
ſirnTion, is cleare, 
I. It we conſider, that none is borne a Chi- 
*  Riay,farther then in profeſſion, Fob 11. 12. dar: 
x born like a wild aſſes colt, Vaine man, orempty 
man is fooliſh,and he is born ſo ; like an efſe,the 
dulleſt and fooliſheſt of allicreatures -(foolith to 
a proverb.) andlike a w3{d oft, the dulleſt' and 
| _ anteachable of Afes, andAuch a colt is man 
ne. : . T-* 
© 2. That we have no knowledge by inſpira- 
tion without the uſe of means. A child would 
neither ſpzak nor go,were he not taught;though 
God can give both without means, yet he will 
% not, ſo neicher will heinfaſe knowledge imme- [beat 
diately, baving appoineed means for us touſe |þez; 
to thatend. If a child be bred where the name of 3 
Ged,and Chriit,and r«ligion is not heard, needs |, g, 
muſt he be an Atheiſt. 2, Rea* 
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2. Reaſon ceacheth us, that when we attempt. 
to alcer. the-natucall. diſpolition of any -thing,. 
we mult begin betimes. .+.A craoked; wee will 
break rather then bend;when old,that would have 
been ſer firdight when. it was young, | though- ic 
were never ſo crooked; and when we will came 
any creatures that are by nature wild, we take! 
them young, and uſe them to thediſcipline wet 
we meanit@bring therh to. A young horſe is fictelt 
to learn kpacezand a young Spmiill tor bunt, and 
therefore we putth-m to jt in that-age: We deale 
ſo with chi/dren in the things of the »ror/d;. wee 
inftruc chem-in reading, writing; needle-work, 
mulick,-in thelr tendec yeares, Hereby we con» 
demn our falves in thepreſence of God arid good 
men, if we negleQ ta, take-the famecaurfgpr 
principling them in the wayes of God, A childs 
age is tender and pliable; ayoung twig that you 
may bend any way, if you take hin»betimes;; bus 
if you let him get head; and 'grow-Ront before 
you hitadle him, ( belides:chas he: muſt needs 
grow creoked, ſecing *tis ſo natural co him). he 
will-be incapable obdeing redaced 't@;order. 
When perſons are childzen, fond parents thinke 
them 109 young, and whemthey; are a liecle grown 
towards men atid women, they chink themſelves 
200 old: tobe inftrated; and-{o many poor foctiſh' 
ſoules (what berween their parents negligence, 
and their own pride- and conccitedriefle ). perith 
without underſtanding,and asthey live.dye like 
beaſts. £rgs, 'cis (aid, be #bat lover bis child chatteny 
betimet, Pro. 13.2 41 ++ | 
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m:8ns thereunmo ) berequires, youth ſbould be catechi » 
zedin that way. But God reguires conſtancy 6nd 
perſevarnce in «ge. Ergo. : 

Here are two propofitions to be proved. + 
2. That God expeAs a man ſhould perſevere 
in ago0d way,ed exiremam w[q; ſenetiutem. And 
Fhope I ſhall not need to ſay much, onely ſee 
how Pex/chargeth Timotby concerning the tratbs 
of Jeſus Chriit. Hold faſt the form of ſeund words, 
and gvazke beep charity that good thing which wat 
commined 20 thee, ſpeaking of DoGrine, 2 Tim. 1- 
13,14, and ſ03-14,15. | 
And ſo for the wajer of God, weare in many 
laces preſſed to exdure to the end, Mat. 10.22. To 
d faſt the beginning of our confidence to the end, 
Heb.3:-6,1 4 To bold faſt owr profeſſion, 4. 13+ 10. 
23- 'See another charge to Timatby, 1 Tim. 5.13, 
14+ So1 Tim.1.1$,19- he hath a command con- 


cel =_ both. © 

certainly there is nothing moreunwors- 
thy a Chrift:an, nay e man, then that prodigious 
ficklencſſe of perſons in_this our- wanton ape, 
wherein the mindes of meti undergoe more fre- 
quent changes then their garments, and become 
fickle in every thing but-their own ficklenefſe. 
Certainly, the Lord hates ſuch Chameleons, and 
Weather cocks in Religion, ſuch children in diſcre- 
tion, as are twrned about with wind of fal 
deflrine, and fa amy rom their fedfoſtneſs, 
4. 14. 2 Pet. 3.17: _ | 
' 2. Now that catecbizing in youth is a great ſe- 
ewritie againfs Apoſtacy in age. My Tex in th 
latter part abundantly teſtifies ; and when- the 
Apoftle prefſeth perſeverance on Timothy, . 
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doth he draw his argument? is ic not from his 


Initiation into that way in infancy ? 2 Tim. 3. 


I 4,15. continue —— knowing that «wi pipes, oc, 
See the end that God aimes at in enjoyning pa- 
rents their duty, Pſal.y8.4.56, 

Indeed, when we come to yeares of diſcreti - 
on, we maſt not then ſtick to truths and wayecs 


barely, becauſe we learned them in youth; for 


upon thisaccount, a man might be excuſed for 

inacy in an erroneous or {infull way ; but we 
are bound to try thoſe things after wards, which 
we learn in youth by rote;and as farreas we find 
them good and ſound, to be thereby the more 
encouragedggo perſevere in them: Wee reve 
rence truths and daties for our parents ſake who 
ceach us when we are t afterwards when 
we finde the worth of a riper judgement 
of our own, we reverence” our parents for (heir 
ſakes. ' 

1. We perceive that as a tree is bent to the hand 
_ 'tis young, fo it growes commonly ever 
atrcer, | 

2- Prepoſſeſſion (we ſay) is 11 points of the 


Law, and if God get the firſt poſſellion of the . 
heart in our infancy, he will not be eafily caſt 


out againe. * Twill coſt ſach a man as had good 
education from infancy,many an hard tugge and 
pull of conſcience, it hecurnea fide from the 
way afterwards. 

3. Men ordinarily count it their honor to be 
conſtant,and indeed icis ſo, if it be a good way, 
for it is a beame of the Divine Natare which is 


| »=changeableneſſe...But though the way be never 


fo bedzyet( ordinarily) ww we are —— 
| ; 
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in our infancy, we bardly leave it. That that 5s 
bred in the bane wil! bardly out of the fleſh. And hee 
redirary fins and errowys, ike hereditary diſcoſer, 
are hacdly ever cared, Fer» 44.16,17. The Queen 
of beaven could not be ungodded by all Feremies 
words, for they had been bred in Ido-worſhip, 
and therefore they will continue in it. Ifathing 
be bat iedifferent the parents commands render 
it even neceſſary in the eyes of children, to ob- 
ſerve it; See in the Rech abiter, Fer.35. 6.7,8. And 
the Apoſt'e Part was myio5t)iges Enairis merges 
myaFgorey, Gal. 1. 14: exceeding zealous herein. 
And no doubt bur the ſame principles would 
have ſome influence upon the confiſitcy of chil» 


dren in good things, if they were as carefully ins 
- filled into them as ones are, 14 


4+ Adde to theſe, aſtty, That God is eſpeci- 
ally engaged to ſach as are fo principled,to * 
ther in the way; and ſo ſome read the words 


- In the Text, in a promiffory fenfe, be ſhall not de- 


port fromit. And truely T much incline to that 
reading, fecing God intends it for an incourage- 
ment to parents totraine up their children in a 
good way, and that not meerly morall, bat di- 
vine, and fuch an encouragement as may giye 
them the greateſt fecuriry againſt their apoſtacy; 
and he could give chem none,like engaging him- 
ſelfe ro keep them in the way. See how confi- 
dent'y D:vi4 prayes on this account, Pſal.7 1. 5, 
6,9.14,17,18. open ; 

0:5:. But you will ſay then, how come 16 
many that. are well-bred, to apoffatize? | 

Azxſw. 1 anſwer,(1.)eicher they are but ſeight- 
t; principled by parents ; and if they ſow _ 
I they 
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not water what they ſow, with prayer, as. they 
ſhoald ; or(3-)they undo by their example what 
they do by inftriition 3 (4+ )or laſtly, their chil- 
dren were never truly the better for their educa- 
tion,but lived in a gedly femly, as divers do in a 
priſon, and watched earneſtly for a manumilſſion 
from it by increaſe of yearcs ;. and *cis no won- 
der if ſuch be carried away, when opportunity is 


offered, that watch an opportunity to eſcape be» 


fore it is offered :: No wonder if the fruic fall 
when it is grown great, which was rotten at the 


core from the firſt, 
Uſe. 1. Severe reprebenſfion to thoſe parents of 


all ſCarrs and fizes who negleR this duty. Now of 


theſe there are ſeverall ſorts, and the reproofe 
muſtbe direfed ro them in proportion as it- is 
deſerved. | 

I. Some herein offend out of ignorance,not 10 
much of the quod ( for that I hope Ihave remo- 
ved by what hath been ſaid)but the qu+mods how 
they muſt do it. They are (themſelves )ignoranc 
of the firſt principles of Religion, though by the 
timewhich they have had in the Church of God, 
they might have been enabled to teach otbers 5 a 
thing which the Apoſtle Pez} cryes ſhame on, 


. | Heb. 5. 12. 


(1.) How many gray beards, and boary heads, 
ſhall a Miniſter, upon a ſerions ſearch, tind in g 
Congregation, that arc yet to learn the A- B. C, 


-3- *" 9 . 
they cannot look to reap mach ; or (2..) they do 


of the Religion: which they have lived in and - | 


profeſſed from their infancy?  Truely,that ſuch 
perſons are Chriſtians, is more from the hand of 


rovidence, then the grace of preſeverance. - If the 
| © 4 


Stare 
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State hold to the Faith, they may, but if the Re- 
ligion of the clims alter, they that have lived 
Proteſtants In profeſſion fixty or ſeventy years,l 
will notbe bound for oneto athouſand of chem - 
that they ſhall nor dye Papifts, or Mahumetans. 
| feare when we ſhall hereafter enquire into the 
knowledg as well as conve:fations of our Come 
municants, it will appeare fo. 

- (2.) How many young Striplings are there 
"that get them Wives and are fathers of children, 
before they have wit to teach them any thing 
but childiſh games, and are fitter to be their play» 
nm 11es, when they have begotten them;then their 
paren's ? Such as the Primitive Church would 
» have kept among the Catechameni, many years, 
beyond the age in which among us they are Fa- 
vers and Mothers ; and *cis pitty, among us, a 
married condition is growne to be a proteQion 
2gainſt Catechizing. We ordinarily condemn 
the wifedome of ſuch perſons as marry, and get 
0 children before they know how to maintiine 
' them; andis it not as muck a ſhame for men ta 
' get children ere they can' tell how to catechbize 
them ? I profeſſe for my part, I thinke it avery 
unfitting thing that any perfons in a Chriftian 
Common-wealch ſhould marry and become pa- 
rents, ere thcy can give an acconnt of their faith. 
How ſhall they engage to the Congregation to 
edncate their children in the Faith chat they 
know not? I muſt beſeech, nay charge, ſuch pa- 
rents and maſters of families, to-get them Cate- 

chilmes, and let them not be a ſhamed to learn 
home with their children, leſt cheir children 
our Rcip chem in knowledge, and rife up in 
$<\ ny, qty judges 
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J © againſt their ns, Cn Sb 
make no queſiion that os time I have fol+ 
lowed this exerciſe one twelye-moneth (if they 
will be ſo geod to their childrens ſoylex, as to - 
ſend them hither) by the bleſſing of God, I ſhall -- 
make the leaſt child here, that can but go and 
ſpeak, ſhame a great part of the elder people of 
this Congregation, | Fs 

11. Others offend out of ſcruple, to whom 1 
ſhall fpeake more. in the next Llſe ; onely let me 
cell them, chat conſcience that makes men ſcru- 
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ple ſin is ſafely tender, but an erroneous dangers. 
ous one, that occaſions ſcrupling duties; thar 
(ordinarily ) a fleight and ca 


titab'e living under duties whilſt we are fatinked 


e, andun 


in them, occaſions our diſlike of them ; and thas 


it is juſt. with God it ſhould be fo that God - 


ſhould ſaffer themſelves to put their conſciences 
as a barreto the enjoyment of the benefit of ſuch 
duties, who once made no conſcience to benefit 


| by them atall, when they did enjoy them. 


. IH. Others offend wilfely, -and therefore 
the more fearfully, and defperatly. There be 
ſome fools in the world,as Solomon faith,that bate 
knowledge, Pre. 1.22. and no wander if they that 
hate it themſelves,will labour to keep their chil- 
dren from it as much as they can. Now ns this 
hatred of knowledge ſeldom poflefleth any man 
ſo deſperately as that he ſhould become an ene- 
my to it for its own fake, but hetherefore hates 


ic becauſe it doth (and ſo far hates ic as it doth); 
- diſcover ſome evills in him, which he labours to 


conceale and maintaine, as our Saviour renders 


the cauſe, 7qb. 3. 29, ſo is this principle that en- . 
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ons fo violently to ſer them- | 


Giro agin is Ocdinance, commonly begoe-. 


tenin by one of theſe three things. 

I. , Erroxy in their jadgements. Men that 
* hold heterodox and unſound opinions, and de- 
fireto nuzle up their families in them, are af- 
fraid, if the lighe of Catechiſm-cruths get into 
their families, they ſhall not enjoy their deare 
opinions ſo quietly ; and ſeducers that creep into 
bouſer, and make fily men and women their prey, 
are bodily «fraid(as we ſay)left this courſe ſhould 
deliver the prey frem theic teeth, and therefore 
they make it their bafinefſe to keep all that chey 
can from this holy exerciſe. They know 'cis 
beft juggling by a dimme light, and filhing in 
 midded waters, and a cl day. 


2. Or ſecondly vicios/nefſe in their lives. They | 


know whilſt the light is ſhue out of a roome, a 
lictle cleanlineſſe will paſſefor a great deal : bat 
if the San get in,he will ſhewa great deal of duſt 
which before was over-looked. They. know 
that alictle Religion will go farre to get them 
a nafne inan uncatechized Town or Family; but 
when the very children and ſervants ſhall be able 
by the Word of God to examin all their a&ions, 
and they ſhall have as many reprovers in a neigh» 
| bourhood or family as perſons,they think this a 
cedious trouble; nay, and (poſfory) they ex- 
peR ſome ſeryice from them, which lighe will 


hinder. Bas * 
- 3. Orchirdly, Emy. This moved the Few 


to hinder Paxl: preaching, Ar 17.5. 13. 45, 


46... 
Tothoſe of ail chree forte, I muſt ay thisin 


| 


the 
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the Name of the Lord, as Paul ſaid to Elmer the 
Sorcerer, A\Qts 13. 10.0 ye pretcherggbat arc full of 
ſubtiltie and all miſchiefe, you children of the droil, 
and enemies of all righteouſneſ3, will ye nat yet ceaſe 
to pervert the righteous wayes of the Lord ? 1s it not 
enough that you are reſolved to damn your owne 
ſoules, but you muſt draw others into hell with 
you? Know this, that the more you occafion 
damnation to, the deeper will your owne dam» 
nation be. Beleeve it, all the curſes of your chil- 
dren and ſervants that are damned for want of 
knowledge,will fall on your heads. If the wil- 
full murther of the bodies of men be ſohainoas 
a finne, O what an horrible guilt is there in the. + 
wilfall murther of ſouls ! | 
Uſe. 2. Exboration to the conſcientious dif- 

charge of this duty, by all whom ic doth con: 
cern. To fet home this, I ſhall | 


I. She on whom it lyes. | , 

2. Dire what courſe ſhould be taken to 
effcR ir. | 

3- Lay down ſome inducements to it, 


4. Remove impediments and diſcourage« 
ments. 


. I. The perſons on whom this duty is cha 
able, are I ans? ) all that mare fr een, 
parentr. Now that name,and ſoduty is common 
co all ſuperiouyr, though notto all in the ſame 
way. | Magiſtrates are to teach, and ſo to care- 
chize, favendo, protegends, precipiendo. So Frbeſbs* 
pbat and his Princes, 2 Chrox. x7. 9,8,9. tau 
by ſending out, and accompanying with their 

; | power 

: | 


4 


power and aſfitance,teaching Priefts, So Heze- 


wo. S$ERMO N. 


Kieb, chap. 30. 22. and Fofieb 35. 2. taught by 


ſpeakinge: mfortably ta,and encouraging them. . 
aturall Parents and Maſters of families are to 


do ic, par#ly in their own perſoas in private. This 
was A5:4b zms care, Gzxn-18,19. and Davids, &c. 
#t ſupr2, andpartl, by cauſing them to preſenc 


themſelves to the publick inftration of the Mi- 


niſter, whoſe wark. is to teach chem publickly, 
2nd cake an account of their growth in know- 
ledge. That this is the Miniſters duty, and fo 
by conſequence, the derpar ſach Governours to 
preſent their charges betorechem will appear, in 
that (1) they are not onely ſhepheards to the 
ſtronger ſheep, but to the amb: alſo, and Chriſt 
ires they ſhould be fed as they can beare, 
21. 15. feed wy little lamb, = apoia ju, The 
Apoſtle Paw! had co deale with the raweſt and 
youngeſt as well as the moſt experienced and 
ſtrongeſt ; and ſo had milke for them as well as 


lrawger meat, and wiſdome for the perfett. It a 
Pam alſo from Heb. 13. 17. = the Holy 


Ghoſt chargeth the ſouls of the whole flock on | 


them, as chat of which chey muſt giv accownt ; 
and if fo, it is ſuppoſed they muſt know the ftate 
of them, and muſt have proper means allowed 
them whereby to be ableto perform ic: and for 
this,no means ſo proper as Catechizing.Belides, 
hereby they are Kai”: 2: to diſcover the care or 


- negligence of Governours of Families in their 


reſpeRive charges, and deale with them in their 
Miniſtry accordingly. Adde to all this , thac 
many of ſuch Governors and Parents have need 
£0 be catechized themſelves, and then the family 


are 
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are more properly and immediately under the 
Paſtors charge and infpeRtion thee otherwile ;/ 
and ſach of all others (Chengs\ cy uſual 
— = are, yet) have leaſt reaſon to 4 
backward in preſenting their people tothis Or- 
dinance. | 

11. But what if we cannot prevaile with our 
Children ard Servants, to ſubmit. themſelves 
thereunto, what courſe muſt we take witch 
them ? (may Parents and Maſters top, ) 

Anſw.. Even the ſame courſe, or « more ſe- 
vere, which you would,in caſe they negleQed 
their daty to yourſelvex. ... 

1. Inſtrutchem your ſelves,in their duty char 
they are bound ro ebey you. im the Lord, Ephel 6-I. 
Yea, in «things that are not finſull, and] hope 
none is fo vile as to chargethis duty _ lane, 
ſee Col. 3. 6 wo res Fob me 

2. Charge this them the, 
preſence of God, with all {Fe ro they will, 
anſwer it at the Jgabiadiett; of Chell, If 


_ ſucceed not, 


ties for recreation, 
your ſmiles and me one (things which are 


In your power to. beftaw or deny)till they con 


forme. 
4. Correthem, -and char more ſeverely for 


hy of this! kinde, then for any offence 
ro S_ own pa ME We --> gf 
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F4 t they be incorrigible, diſc them the 
family,Pſal.102.4,6. the preſence of b perfons 
is 
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CAS: (if the preſence and bleſſing of 
God be any thing worth)then their ablence, Phi | 


lemon 11. 'Oneſimur, when cn Was an 
ſervant, but converted, became book 
both co the Church and his Maſter, and 

whereas Philemon had before either turned him 
off, or let him depart, and counted it 2 good rid- 
dave (as we aſe to ay). Pax/never prefſed him 
to entertain him again, till he was aſſured thac 
he was become gracious, See Ger. 21. 9, 2/20, I 
yet their aſage muſt be different,as they be eicher 
Ralnidion oriſhamefaced, or obſtinate; if there 
be invincible ſcrupnlouſneſſe,theſe hindrances muſt 
be more gently, and wich more coniſcicatious 
care removed; ſo farre,'as that it may {appeare, 
that the judgement ,.:(or ogbt fliciens 
meanesof / canvition co be). fatizin = then 
to enjoyn ——" 3 you may judge 4 f-conſejs. 
ence wv TY FRE aT ſeroples.; in 


Shonnfardar oeſe ima bowroughtoutby bake.” 
ging them to ſach duties by degrees. -Obſtinacy 
be preſently knocked 'down by che autho- 
ricy and-power of: che: Maſter or Parent, it be- 
nay contetation wick him for the rule _ 
- Mithresto thisdaty concern, | 


| x. Swperivars; Gr Parents. | oO) 32 
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| 'maked the beſt ſervants and chil: 
G— Fe Thoſe that have ſucked in a 
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conſcientious knowledge of their duty in their 


| tender yeares, will doe more for a werd then 0- 


thers for many blows. Abrabams family was a 
catechized family,and-ſce how ſweet an harmony 
there is in all the parts;his wiſe, an humble ducj- 
ful & obedient wife: The Scripture takes eſpeci+ 
all notice that Sarab called Abrabams Lord, and 
obeyed bim, 1 Pat. . 6. His Son Iſaac, what an EX» 
ample was he af ſubjeQion to his Father, hee 
trudgeth afcer him with his load of wood chac 
was to ſacrifice him, herefignes himſclfe wholly 
to him in the choice of his Wife, he ſhewes his 


pious education, in his private devotions, Ger, - 


22.6:24-4.63+ His Servent Elezer, what a 
of wiſedome, piety, and faithfulneflc gives he, 
chap. 24- And it cannat be atherwiſe, but thac 
Religion making them to; behold Gods holy 
Law feconding all the commands of. their Supe- 
riours, maſt be a principle of univerſall obedi- 
enceunto them. . Now religious principles (ot 
} are not-ex be borne ma us, but 
ratght 3 all rhe ar obedience that you can 
expe, muſt be 5 dhe Lord, and how ſo, if they 
know not what that duty meanes? /,; . -- 


-2. Thisis the way to make F, xvilice, Chanda, | 


and ſo (in an efpeciall moneſ? to engage the 
bleſſing of God unto them, and the curſe to.the 
contrary. Though catechizing carry not.grace 


l with it inſeparably, yer (ordinarily )the want of 


it is evidence enough of little grace in a family; 
needs muſt ſach families be among themsbet al} 
not upon the name of God, and ſo lye under a fear- 

ull tmprecation, Fer. 16. 2. For bow con they 
cell upon bins, of whom they bave 201 beard ? Rom. 
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10. 14- Anauncatechized family is an Heathen | 


family. Now where God is owned in a family, 
what a bleſſing comes with it; ſee in Potipbars 
family,Loben: family, Gen.39.5. and 30. 27: If 
one godly man in a family blefſed ic,how would 
many . 

3» By this means a plentetion of Churches may 
beerefted. People talke of getbering Churches, 
but their way(generally) is ſcattering them, as 
many precious Miniſters find by fad experience, 
their Cngrevations being-'parcelled out into 

rivate meetings ; but this is a warrantable way 
of gathering Charchez. Carechize your 'own 
familyes where you have amthoricy, and when 
they go abroad in the world, whereever they 
light, they will drop ſome ſavorie'knowledge, 
and leave ſome reliſh behind them. Thas is a 
man' ny «yay, and familics are nurſe- 

ries to Church and State.Dan. 12.4: Adeny come to 

4: This is a notable way to preſerve «vio in 

zmilies, when they walke (all of them) by the 
ame known common ag The reaſon of 
divifion in many families is, that they are -pec- 
ſons of ſeverall principles and wayes. It may 
be in a family of ten perfons (ifof age) they are 
all menibers of cen feverall Congregations. The 
husband will not communicate with the wife; 
nor the child with the father, nor ſervants with 
their maſters'z whenee this? is it not from want 
of carly grounding them all upon common 
principles ? | | 
_ 5, If they be ſoved, you will be rewarded ai 
inſtruments; Dos: 12.3: If they be downed, you 
NG are 
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- | dre,tlearetheir deftrution will be of chemſelvezrs 


and their blood wpen their own beads : Otherwile 


| think what heavy curſes will be belched out a- 


gainſt you to all eternity, by thoſe, whoſe der 
tration hath been promoted,by your negle& of 
reaching them betcer. Ler none of\ yours baye 
cauſe to ſay, you ſuffered rheni to perith wich» 
out inftruQion» Wn a 

6 ( As for chi/drex in ſpeciall) Parents, you 
have great reaſon to endeavour ro make them 
knowing & gracious, for their natucal lindnes 
and corruption they arc beholden to you tor, 
they are heredicary diſeaſes. You would faine 


| have your children acknowledge themſelves be. 


holden, to you jor their being, for what I pray 
you? for making them children oft wrath, and 
keires of damnation, a condition a thouſand 
times worſe then not to be? A parent is 4 mans 
deadlict enemy that begets him co hell, and 
never endeavours torccover himfrom that con= 

ditiqn. WW As | 
7. God nufeth topuniſh the neg!e& of this 
duty , by making thoſe perſons the. greateſt 
plagues toa parent whom he is moſt carelefie co 
educace with a tri hand in the knowledge and 
pradtiſe of their daty.. Lamentable examples are 
in Abſfolow and Adonijab, about whom ic leerfies 
Pavid took leaſt care for their fri education, 
See 2 Kings 1: 6; | He ood 
If you ler them. ſow wild oates, you (as well as 
Hog) may reap repentance in time. Te" 
2. To Inferiowrs, and thoſt of the younger 
ſort, (eſpecially ) | ſhall ſay a few things alſo by 
way of encouragement. | : 
i. God 
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1. God valnes a knowing and religions child- 
hood and yourh at an high price. See how he 
calls for our young dayes, Eccleſ 12.1. the argu- 
ment is remarkable. before the deyes come wherein 
thou ſbalt ſay, T bave no pleaſure in them. q. d. Wilt 
thou leave boſe deyes for God, which thou ſpalt bee 
weary of thy ſelfe?Will God take pleaſure in that part 
of thy time that thou canſt take none in? Thy dayes 
of cboyce ( {o the word lignifies) the choyceſt dayes 
ſbould be filled up with the choyceſt impliyments.] lt 
18 a prety obſervation of ſome Robbins upon 
Levit- 1.1 4 that the Lord will admit tzrtles for a 
ſacrifice at any age, but pigeons it is expreſiely 
required that they be young; and they give 
this reaſon, becauſe rrtles are ſavoury meas at 
any age, but pigeons when they grow old, grow 
rough and illreliſhed. Truly friends, we are not 
born turtlee, (for ſach are onely Chrifts ſan&t- 
fied ones, Pſal. 74. 19) weare pigeons. Let us 
remember that t 1ere is no acceptable reliſh in old 
pigeons, See 2 Tim. 3. 15. God promiſeth ſuch 
eſpeciail mercie, Prov. 8« 17. 

2. There is none of you but is old enough to 
dyc, and old enough tobe damned: Rom. 5. 14. 
Therefore it concerns you to pet the knowledge 
of the way of ſalvation early. - You early con- 
trive how you ſhall live in this world, and are 
contented upon that accountto learn a Trade, 
becanſe you know not how ſoon you may be 


| Teft to your ſilyes , Oh'be as wiſe for your 


ſouls ! | 
3. "This is the /earning-age ; if ever you will 


know the things of God,it muſt be now ; heres ' 


after when you come into the world, you will 
| . plead 


c 


\ 
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you will not be able to fi 


more weighty ones out of your heads, you have 
not the teinptation of {ſhame to acknowledge 
your ignorance; & this to thoſe of grown age is 
a great enemy to learning, eſpecially in this way; 


confeſſe they have been ignorant ſo long. 
3/4. You can neyer makeany regular profic of 


the publick hearing (nay very little of private 


reading )of the Word without the help of Cate- 
chiſme. As for-preacbing, Catechiſme-points are 
the tools, by the help whereof a Minifter makes 
Sermons,and people underſtand them . Can.you 
underſtand a diſcourſe concerning any trade,and 
yet be altogether ignorant of the names and nas» 
ture of thetov)s thatarenſed in it? And-as for 
reading, you willbe able to make little uſe of 
that alſo; :<xcept you: can reduce what you 
read to ſorne Methodicall head, or other of Di- 
vinicy, which you muſt be beholden to Cace- 
chiſmes for, 5 dt 

' 5. Nay further, ſome of the Ancients, have 
nſared the ignorance of Catechiſme very 
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highly. Clemens eAlexandrinus, (the great Ca- 
techilt in che famous Church of Alexandris, 
ce he hath his ticle) ſaies roundly, 6 59 
546021 vo xg)nyioneg. That there is no 


at are not 4cquainted with Cateebiſme. 


g 


of CATECHIZING, © 


you have no-affaires of your own to put. theſe - 


they are aſhamed now to learn, left they (ſhould 


6. The condemnation that lights upon any 
K 2 of 


. 


Plead mulcicudes of i to divert you, 
apa time to learn : Now 


, 


cleeving without cateebizing-principles ; And a Aquiſ- 
hole Council/ determined many yeares fince,Con!. 
at thoſe are not worthy the name of Chriſtians©®" 144 
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of you at ithe laſt day for wilfull 
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will be an heavy condemmation- - Nos and 


tremble (you of Reading ) at the fearfull place, 


Adzrth. 10. 15. If it be(eyen ander temporall 
evils.) ſo ſadan aggravation, to confider that a 


man hath bated inftruB@:0n, and not obeyed the voice | 


of bis Teachers, nor inclined bis eare tothem that 


_ Imſirutied bins ( as it ſeems it is by Solomon, Prov. ' 


$.12.)how much more aggravating will ic be co 
thee hereafcer in be#, ro conſider that thou didft 
once live in a family where Carechizing and 
other exerciſes of family-religion werein uſe, 
that thou hadit thy abode in a Town where thou 
didft, or mighteſt at leaſt, heare a publick Cate- 
chime every Lords day; and yet thou didft ei- 
ther ſloatbfully neglet, or malicionſly bare thoſe 
precious meanes which ( by Gods bleſſing .) 


might have kept thee from that place of tor- - 


ment ? 


7. This is found (oy experience ) the moſt | 


jr ifitable and compendiow way of tezching all 
Artr aed Sciences, to draw the principles of is 


into ſhore Syſtemes and Tables, and the Tutor to - 


read Leftures npon them,and take an account of 
his Scholars how they underftand them. If you 
pat a child ro learn Engliſh,” he muſt begin with 
his A.B.C. 8 theTeacher muſt not only cake the 
book and read the leſſon to the child about the 
Jetters, but examine him whi-b is which, if hee 


will have him expert in ſo trivial] a thing as an | 


Horn-book. Catechiſmes are ſuch A.B.C. with- 
out which you cannot þ-// any ſound Divinity, 


and if yori do not take the ſame coucſe in them, | 


with young novices, we may preach to them 
| while 


c 


C 


« 
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while wewill,colictle purpoſe; and they hear, 
but to as liecle. | 
_ 1V. The impediments to this duty I ſhall take 
notice of, and (by Gods help) take away in 
their order. ' 

I. On the Parents end Governours part, who 
ſhould preſent their little ones to this Ordi- 
nance, there are two ſcruples ({lender ones, [ 
mult needs ſay, yer ſuch as are ftrong enough to 
fumble [ſlender Chriſtians, and eſpecially take 
hold of ſuch as are tainted with ſome principles 


of Anabaptiſme; but as ſmall as they are, wee . 


will ſtoop eo take them off. ) | 

O0bjed. And firſt it is objeG&ed, That if the chil- 
dren fo catechized be very young, and not capa» 
ble of underſtanding what they learne and re- 
peat, this will prove nothing but a meer propha- 
nation of the Name of God, an Ordinance of his 


'|/ being hereby miſuſed, whilſt it is perfo:med by 


rote in a perftunQory way. 

Anſw. To which I anſwer. 

I, The intelefinslls of ſome children are very 
early rip:, and ſome things in Religion are fo 
plain, that they may eaſily be underſtood. The 

es that have dropt from ſome children ac 

our, five, fix, years old, do ſufficiently demon- 

firate how catfy ſome truths have been appre- 

* kended by che underſtandings, yea,and wrought 
upon the conſcience of little ones. | 

2. This Obje&ion ſeems to crofle legges with 

| the exprejſe Word of God , which commends 
Timotby for acquaintance with the Scriptures 
even from' his long- coats and cradle, 2 Tim. 
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3. Thikiholds as firongly againſt F=ftrafling 
elder perſons known to be wicked and * 4, be- 
cauſe there is more likelyhood thar- they will 
proghane choſe holy chings. And 'yetno Mini- 
iter is to take the prophanenefſe of his kearers as 
a ſufficient/diſcharge from his duty, in inifra7- 
ing even thiſe that oppoſe themſelver, 0 es if God 
will at' any time give them repentance 'to the ac* 
knowledrement of the truth, 2 Tim-2.25: of 

' 4. Trisvery unlikely, chat cþſe children who 
cryed Hoſanna to our Saviour Chriſt, I4at. 21. 
16, 17- underſtood what they cryed, but (it is 
likely) cryed wich the multitude ; for they were 
ſach for whom our 'Saviour makes an Apolog y 


under the name of babes and ſucklingr,and yet he - 


received and juſtified chem in fo doing. Had our 
Saviourbeen of the obje&ors minde, he wonld 
bave b{amedthem with the Phariſees, rather then 
Jaſtified th-m. aa 

5. There is more danger of their prophana- 
tion of the Name of God for want of inftruQti- 
on:We ſhould not(I beleeveYhear fo many oaths, 
aud cxrſe!, and idle exelametions upon the Name 
of the Lord, as we daily do,cyen from thoſe that 
can ſcarce fpeake or gae alone, were they tanghe 
betimes chac theſe things are wicked and finfull. 


They might be kept from thele propbane prafliſer = 


very eatly by the fear of bel/,a» well as from ery- 


ing, by bug- beeres, $c. did men pofſefſe them 


as early wich rae teares; as they doc with paine 
Ones, | 
6. A lictle, a very lietle anderſtanding will 
render 2 duty piſſuble and cxrrare from a litele 
cne, when a grea er meafure will not ſuffice ro 
the 


| 


the performances of elder perſons. We our ſelves 
indulge a great many childiſh faylings in the 

we expeR from our lictle children, which 
we will not a like beare withall from greater 
boyes. And God accepting according to what wee 
bave, ana not according to what we bave net, gives 
us ſufficient ground to believe be walks by the 
ſame rule. | 

7. What they learn then,though but by rote, 
may ſt i6% in their! memories, and work wpon their 
eonſciences many years after. And how knoweſt 
thou, O man, buc the light thou did kindle in 
the mind of thy child, may be yezewing (ac leaſt) 
reſtraining light to him many years after thou 
art gone ? | 

0bj:6. le is farther objefted, That or way of 
catechizing is a formezthe asking ſome ſet Quqeſti- 
ons, and receiving ſet Anſwers co them and the 
ObjeQors think all Formes unlawful. 

Anſw- 1, But what thinke theſe men of a 
Forme of ſound words, 2 Tims 1. 13.. is that alfo 
unlawtull? and if ie be not, then either our 
formes of Catechifme-Qneſtions and Anſwers 
muſt be made up of znſcund words,(which if they 
ſay,they muſt prove to0)or elſe that are 2 
form will no way (to the judgement of Gods 
'Spicic) prejudice them. 

- 2. So were the ter Commandements, Det. 6.6, 


{7- and yet God commands the Jewes, ts teach 


them their children, and whet them diligently upon 
them. Sarely we need not feare teaching our - 
children the te: Commendements,when God him- - 
ſelfe appoints them their Leſſ#n, ve that are but 
his »ſbers, may ſafely require their learning it. 

I = W 3. That 
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3. That our Catechiſmes are thus a forme, 
doth moſt anſwer one main end of Catechizing, 
which is to teach men and women frem their 
Infancy to think and ſpeak the ſame things which 
is ncceflary in a well- ordered Church ; thoſe 
perſons being much endangered to loſe ortbadox 
notions, who are ignorant of erthedox expreſſi- 
ons . 

And thus much ſhall ſerve to anſwer ths elder 
children in theic weak obje&ions, t meane thoſe 
parents who throw away the Ordinance of God 
upon ſuch ebil/difþ exceptions. | 
' I now come to remove the hinderances on 
the behalfe of the younger ones,by which they are 
ſcared from giving their due attendance here- 
UPONns - 
| E Objel. And firſt Sh:m:facednefſe is pleaded 
by ſome, who pretend they can, and would 
willingly anſwer in private, but they have not 
conhdence enongh'to appear in publick. 

Anſw. 1. Art thon indeed ſhame-taced ? the 
more need haſt thou reſo/utely to! undertake the 
work,by how much thoa haft beyond others a 
temptation in thy very conſtitution againſt it. One 
partof -our ſpiricnall watchfulnefſe, and dayly 
m rtification, contiſts in finding out, and over- 
comming confiztuetion-ſinte.* ' © 'Y 

'2. Many that pretend Shamefacedneſſe in do- 
ing good, quickly enough grow paſt ſhame in do- 
ing ev:U; and 'tis natura}{ ctomoit men by means 
ot- original corruption, tobluſh more in doing 
' their dxty,chen in ating ſex, - © | 

-3- Sbam: belongs to ſin; ſhame and fin were 
both born i«. 80 the world-in a day. -Adem knew 
: Ci C > no 


#7 
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no ſbeme till ſin/had made him nsked; ſhame of 
duty is a finfall ſhame. If this be an Ordinance 
of Chrift (as I have proved ic is) then to be a- 


ſhamed of ic will (1 doube_) appeare a denial of 


Cbriſt(in a ſort)at the laft day,for being sſbamed 
of Chriſt, i.e. in any truth, duty, or way of his, 
is ſo interpreted ( etth. 10. 33, Marks 8. 38. 
compared) and tben take heed left Chrifl be 
aſhamed of thee before God the F ather, and bis bvly 
Angels. 

- 4. Thou-art offended thou artcall'd upon 
for a publick account» Bat conſider, 

1. That many eldey perſons may learne by this 
means who are not able to read at home. . 
- 2. That thoſethat een, and denet, may by 
their readineſſe be ſhamed into ſome endeayors 
leſt they be out-gone by children in ſo neceſſary 
and weighty a knowledge. 

3- That thou wilt one day have occaſion to 
claime the priviledge of Communion with the 
Church in higher Ordinances, and canft thou 
think ir reaſonable that the Church ſhould give 
thee the right band of fellowſhip, who haſt by no 
publick iaristaQory evidence declared thy ſelfe 
to be a chriſtian? it may be they know thow 
art baptized,(but for any thing farther that they 
know ot thee thou mayft have renounced thy 
Bapeiſme and Chriſtianity, before thou commeſt 


toclaime thoſe privileges, and accounteſt them . - 


meere matters of forme, as tov many now 
doe. EE : 

 Objedi, , A ſecond objeRion of ſome is this ; 
They fhall be fSzgwler in reviving an wnwſuall 
exerciſe,they ſhall be goed upon and laught ar, by 


their 
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cheic fellowes, who ous of prophane principles 
keep away. | x 

"Anſw. To which I anſwer. 
© 7. Batchildconfider ; Thou ſhouldft not be 
diſcouraged in the way to hezven, though thou 
walk ic lone 3 will ic be any trouble toa man 
when he is oe echither, that he had no com- 

upon the way. 

NG *Tis a great boxoy to be alone int « good way, 
nayzthe greateſt honour that can be, to forſake 
all company for Chriſt and duties ſake. One Lox 
in S-d-m, one Noob in the old world, kept up 
the fear and ferviceof God, and fee heweut. 
ture honours them for it; ſo Elijzb (to his fees 
ming.) was the onely man left that owned the 
crurth-of God in Ababs dayes, and yet he was 
not diſcouraged for want of company, +. - 

3. The men of this world are not difconra- 
ed but encouraged rather, if chey drive the only 
:ra& in their profeſſion, in the places wherein 


they live: men are willing to grow rich alone, 


and why not to grow rich in grace and ſaving 


orpledge alone? 
vo It maybe thou needeſt not goe alone, if 


thou hadſt once begun, others by thy example 
maybe induced to fobow ; they ere loath to begin 
| as well az thou; they doe not fo much doube. 
they fhall be lone , as draw back from being 


fr ft. Now if thou canſt in a good way be a 


leader to others, it is farre more nonoura- 
_ ble. 

5. Thou art affraid thon ſhale be gexeJwpon: 
and lawpght a2; but conſider, that icis the uſuall. 
| lot of the beſt to be ſo handled; fo in I/siob7 time 


the 
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the Saintswere looked-on as ſigners and waders, 
Io. 8.88; 6 961 By | 
. '6,.* Twill be a tore grievous thing totbews 
to be' (oneday) leaught or by God , then it is 
- now to'yow to be- langbt at bytbem 3 and this 
will hereafter return into their boſomes, Pre. 1, 


26.3.34- 
' fs liorhe memes, and get the ftart of them 
in ſaving knowledge, and chou wile diſcerne 
them-tobe- farre moreridicslow. 

0bjetF. It may be thou mayeſt 'objeR, thay 
thog art competently grower: in yeares, thou 


lookeſt towards wan or women, and this is an 


—_ that is more proper for lie 

- Anſwer; Alas ! how many be there that 
thinke it too cbi/diſÞ a thing to be extecbized, 
who'by the help of that Ocdinance,-are out» 
ſtripped in Khowledge by thoſe childrew whom 
they condemn. : IS 

2. If thy knowledge be not propertionableto thy 
age and growth, thou art yet, a child in underſtan* 
ding, and haſt more cauſe to be aſhamed thereof, 
then of any meanes wherein thou mayeſt be im- 
proved therein. NN POSE, OPERON LY» 

3. Look upon the examples,before argued, of 
the primitive Fathers, who continued under this 
Ocdinance for divers yeares after they had at- 
tained to manseſtate, and thought ic no dif- 
credit to ſtand among the catecb;zed, till they 
were called forth to beteachers of others. 

4- Take heed of pride and ſelf conceit, there 
beirig no greater enemy to the attainment of 
ſpiricuall knowledge, then a conceit that _ 

. have 
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have attained enough already, Prov. 26: 1 2. 
Thas have | anſwered the moſt common and |] 


'objetions, and excuſes upon which 


ordinary 
- this uſefull Ordinance, in theſe dayes of liberty, 
'— ts laid afide. The Lord grant that theſe plain 


lines may ſo far prevaile (through his bleſling) 
for the reſtitution thereof to this Church and 
Nation ; | that in ſtead of that notioaf. brain- 


knowledge ſo much in faſhion, we may fee a 


praficall beertknowledge advanced, and thas 


wich o mach improvement'in old and youn 

that it mey cover the Lond « the waters cover the 
Ses, untill weall arrive at that perfeQion 2rwcly, 
which fome  groundkeſſe/y -conceit they have at» 
eained already, that we ſhall zeed no. more to 


| ſpeak every one to bis neighbeur, and to-bis brother, 


ſaying, the Lord; but that all ow bins | 
7 _—_—_ to the leeft, being all _ of 


R Exder, before iow reed, do the Author the right, 
and cby elf the courtefie, to corre theſe materiall 
faults, and paſſe by licterall ones. 


S | ERRATA. | 
In the Dialogue, in the Epiſtle, in ſome copies, p.4. dele, of all 
ages.p.8.1.22.r.faftion, p.g.1:4.p.15.1.3 :.p.20.1.4.p.28.1.22.9.32. 


- 1.28.p.34-1.17.r.their,for your.p. 9.1.18.r:confider.l.24.r.the con- 


verts,p:13-1.28.blot out more. p.20.1.3.r.wit.p.21.4.3.r.meecre.1. 4, 
5.blor out the firſt at moſt,p. 29.1.9. r.thence.p. 29.45.r. to,for by.p 
39.1.3.put a comma after new,p.41.1.6.r roote.p. 24-4.15.r.art,aud 
p-49. 4. g9.r.he thar.p. 5 2.1.14-r. Anabapriſme.p.53.1.24.ft,oncs. p.54 - 
.12,for him,r.an Infanr.p. 62.4. 16.r.covenant-relation. p.74-1.6:S. - 
root. Inthe Sermon of Catechizing, In the Epiſtle, p.7-1.21.r. 
hear,p.9./.10.r.notions- In the Sermon it (clfe, p.3.1.3.blot our 
the full point. p.9./.7.r. 12 p.8. 1.20.read the Hebrew after old. p. 


* 14.4.6.r.prov.23.1.14.r. word for way, p.16.4.10.r.charily.p. 18. 


read mpioro/izes Cnae)is waged tmner 
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An Epiſtle to the Readers of this Treatiſe, 
thoſe of my owne Flock, in Reading, 
In Berk-ſbare. \ 


Chriſtian Reader # | 
Adareſſe my ſelfe to thee in the threſbald of thii Treatiſe , 
with s ewofold requeſt , before thow ſpend thy cenſure 
ir. Theone is, that thou read, and the other is, thas 
chow pray over this little Treatiſe. Whatever thy jud;mens 
be, I bope it will not deny me berein, did it concerme thee te 
then ( in my apprebenſion_) bis doth. | 
The reaſm why I deſire te firſt of thee, ir becauſe T h 20m 
many good books ſuffer under the unjuſt ſentence of prejctdice, 
4d diſaffettion , before they are read. It being mativ: e* | 
nouzh to moſt engaged perſons , on all band; , tocondmune 2 
booke; (that its Title page ſprakes n20t of their fide > ) And 
the ſecond, T have this farther reaſon to beg at thy bands 5 
becauſe I know an Ulnpraying Spirit 2: very cenfie to aver 
ture upon the ſtudy of any PraQticall Subjet whatſoever, 
Prafticall Truths alwayes carry ſome thing in them which 
goes againſt the graine of an beart 188 taught of God, and 
meneged by bis holy Spirn 
* If T ean but obtaine theſe two things of thee , I douhs nat 
my ſucceſſe in this | weake attempt towards thy ſutisfofion 
and ſettlement, in the pretiiſe and improvement of the Ordi- 
vance berein treated of, 

And next, ( ſupprfing that T have obtaized mytewefold re 
ef?) T fall only adde 8 twofold advertiſement to thee cure 
cerming the following Treatiſe. 

Firit ,* That / corppoſe 12 tn 8 Dialogue-way for two 724» 


ſary | 
. (1.) That © 


he Epiſtle Dedicatory. _* 

Ct.) That I migbt finte it ts the capacities of ſuth ay | 

arc- not able to make ſo profitabls an uſe of books 
compoſed in a Method of Art, ar of tboſe this are 

framed in aMethod of Diſcourle. 

(2. ) Becawſe 1 ſee others who bave gene before ane in 
pralicell diſcourſes, bave labsured in this way with 
abundant ſucceſſe upon the ordinary ſort of readers. 

Secondly , that (the ſubj:& in the maine intent thereof 
being pralficall) I bave not beene ſor preciſely earefull of ex« 
3 preſſions, as in @ coſe Controverlie , I would have beene. 
' And therefore if thou be one that (in point of cenſqriouſneſſe.) 

wilt play at a ſmall game rather then fit out, I have | 

my plea ready» I intended © direl# the Conſcien- 
tious, 7:4t to pleaſe the Criticall Reader. I ons ſare thoſe | 

that are of the true Eagle-breed of Chriſtians , that flie (| 

© higheſt in communion with God, and the increaſe of pracii=: | 

'"' , call godlineſſe will net ſtoope to catch flyes. 8 

-M | » The Lord blefſe this poor lahour of mine unto thee for 
food, that thew miſt bence know what uſe to make of an Ore 

dinagce, which partly through Ignorance, ax; þ urtly through 

want of conſideration , moſt Chriſtians doe too much pro- 

fane; and thereby have, and dee ftill provoke the Lord 1 ſufe- 

34 to be called in Queſtion, and in diver places, laid a- 

ſide altogether. It being juſt with God to eantinue Ordi. 

nanees 20 longer among a people, thee thty wſe them as Ordi» 


ANCES. | 
And (lafthy) if thou receive eny confirmation, ſutisfaGtion, 
excisation. ; or any other kinde of holy improvement bereby , let 
me intreate thee to pt wp one prayer , for the improveing and 
ſanitifying of the poor abilities of bim, who is 


From my Study One of the meaneſt Ser- 


in Reading , yants of Chriſt, in the 
t; November 4. work of the Goſpel, | 
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